CAPTAIN   BASIL   HALL

prevented in its terror from leaping among the audience,
by the presence of mind of a small boy, who rapped it
smartly on the nose. "Ju& the sort of thing," whis-
pered an aged Mahommedan soldier, regretfully,
"that my old master, Haider Ali, would have done
when he was young!"1 The scene was diversified by
Oriental boxing and wrestling, the combatants wearing
a formidable cettus, capable of laying open the op-
ponent's scalp at a blow, stilt dancers who balanced
ploughs on their shoulders, and a strange amusement,
which consisted in throwing cocoanuts high in the air,
so that, falling upon the hard heads of the throwers,
they would burst, scattering their milk far and wide.
It is not altogether surprising to learn that this monarch
was subsequently deposed by Lord Bentinck.

Similar diversions were afforded for Captain Hall's
entertainment at the hill-state of Coorg, which he next
visited. Here a tiger and a bear were harnessed
together. The tiger promptly leapt through the
palace window, to the great derangement of the furni-
ture, while the bear, who refused to follow suit, hung
down on the other side of the ledge. Presently the
Rajah sent for a gun, a proceeding which caused some-
thing of a flutter in the court, as his late Highness had
been in the habit of practising shooting at unpopular
members of his Cabinet on similar occasions. We can
without much effort imagine the delight with which
Hall, with his keen sense of humour and quick power
of observation, enjoyed these extraordinary tamashas.
From Mysore he went down the ghats to Mangalore,
where he caught a ship for Bombay.

In 1814, Hall accompanied Sir Samuel on a pro-
longed cruise in the Minden, touching at Acheen in
Sumatra, once the seat of a flourishing English factory
going back to Elizabethan days, when the spice trade

1 After the death of Tipu in 1799,tlle Hindu dynasty was reftored
by the British Government.
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